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Unemployment rates continue to drop

Unemployment rates dropped
in all nine counties in the West
Central region in July and for many
the current rate is the lowest
posted in July in the last three
years. The July unemployment rate
for the region was 4.2 percent,
down from 5.1 percent in June and
lower that the 5.7 percent rate
from one year ago.

The unemployment rate for the
Eau Claire-Chippewa metropolitan
statistical area was 3.9 percent, not

seasonally adjusted, and was lower
than the 4.8 percent unemployed in
June and 5.0 percent from one year
ago. Seasonally adjusted the metro
rate was 4.4 percent in July.

The comparable seasonally ad-
justed rate in Wisconsin was 4.7
percent, reduced from 5.0 percent
in June; and the national July unem-
ployment rate of 5.5 percent was
down from 5.6 percent in June.

Unemployment rates typically
decline in July as the region and
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state approach the annual high-
water marks for employment. Em-
ployment in the region’s counties
typically peaks between July and
August depending on the promi-
nent industries in the county.

The greatest reduction in the
region occurred in Barron County
where the rate dropped 1.7 per-
centage points from 6.2 percent in
June to 4.5 percent in July. One
year ago the county rate was 54
percent. The greatest reduction
among the state’s 72 counties from
one year ago was in Polk County
where the unemployment rate
dropped from 8.6 percent in July
2003 to the current rate of 4.6 per-
cent.

Overall, 66 counties statewide
posted lower unemployment rates
from last July and 67 counties had
lower rates from one month ear-
lier.

As the number of residents with
jobs increased in July the number
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Civilian Labor Force Estimates* for West Central Wisconsin counties: July 2004

Barron Chippewa Clark Dunn Eau Claire Co.
Jul'04  Jun'04 Jul'03 | Jul'04 Jun'04 Jul'03 | Jul'04 Jun'04 Jul'03 | Jul'04 Jun'04 Jul'03 | Jul'04  Jun'04  Jul'03
Labor force 25,757 25,805 25,293| 32,764 32,716 32,537| 17,243 17,370 16,548| 23,529 24,198 23,045| 57,369 57,215 56,788
Employed 24,596 24,212 23,938| 31,400 31,052 30,759| 16,437 16,336 15,572| 22,709 23,231 21,975| 55,218 54,605 54,090
Unemployed 1,161 1,593 1,355| 1,364 1,664 1,778 806 1,034 976 820 967 1,070 2,151 2,610 2,698
% unemployed 45 6.2 5.4 4.2 5.1 5.5 4.7 6.0 5.9 35 4.6 3.7 4.6 4.8
Pepin Pierce Polk St. Croix West Central region
Jul'04  Jun'04 Jul'03 | Jul'04 Jun'04 Jul'03 | Jul'04 Jun'04 Jul'03 | Jul'04 Jun'04 Jul'03 | Jul'04  Jun'04  Jul'03
Labor force 3,452 3,419 3,284]21,891 22,055 21,774] 23,077 23,802 24,489| 39,190 39,421 39,323|244,272 246,001 243,081
Employed 3,286 3,234 3,104 21,022 21,061 20,710| 22,021 22,443 22,383| 37,300 37,371 36,747|233,989 233,545 229,278
Unemployed 166 185 180 869 994 1,064| 1,056 1,359 2,106 1,890 2,050 2,576| 10,283 12,456 13,803
% unemployed 4.8 5.4 5.5 4.0 45 4.9 4.6 5.7 8.6 4.8 6.6 4.2 5.1 5.7
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* not seasonally adjusted



Industry Employment Estimates for West Central Wisconsin: July 2004

(Employment in thousands) Barron Clark Dunn Pepin

Jul'04  Jun'04 Jul'03 | Jul'04 Jun'04 Jul'03 | Jul'04 Jun'04 Jul'03 | Jul'04 Jun'04 Jul'03
Total Nonfarm 219 219 216 | 102 105 100 | 156 163 153 2.2 2.2 2.2
Const/Min'g/Nat. Resources 0.8 0.7 0.8 0.7 0.7 0.7 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.2 0.2 0.2
Manufacturing 6.7 6.1 6.6 2.8 2.8 2.8 2.2 21 2.1 0.1 0.1 0.1
Trade 35 3.5 35 1.4 1.4 1.4 2.8 2.8 2.7 0.5 0.5 0.5
Transportation & Utilities 0.4 0.5 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.4 1.7 1.7 1.8 0.1 0.1 0.1
Financial Activities 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.1 0.1 0.1
Education & Health Services 2.2 2.2 2.2 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.6 1.6 1.4 0.3 0.3 0.3
Leisure & Hospitality 1.9 1.9 1.9 0.9 0.9 0.8 1.6 1.6 1.5 0.3 0.3 0.2
Info/Prof.& Bus.Serv./Other 1.7 1.7 1.7 0.8 0.7 0.7 1.3 1.3 1.3 0.2 0.2 0.2
Total Government 4.1 4.7 3.9 1.9 2.2 2.0 3.2 4.0 3.3 0.5 0.5 0.5

Pierce Polk St. Croix Eau Claire MSA

Jul'04  Jun'04 Jul'03 | Jul'04 Jun'04 Jul'03 | Jul'04 Jun'04 Jul'03 | Jul'04 Jun'04  Jul'03
Total Nonfarm 98 105 94| 141 147 146 | 276 278 272 | 783 787 77.6
Const/Min'g/Nat. Resources 0.7 0.7 0.5 0.8 0.7 0.8 2.0 1.9 1.8 4.0 3.9 3.7
Manufacturing 11 11 11 3.6 3.6 3.7 5.4 5.2 55| 115 113 109
Trade 0.6 0.7 0.8 2.2 2.2 2.2 45 4.5 43| 124 127 129
Transportation & Utilities 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.3 0.3 1.1 11 1.0 2.8 2.9 2.8
Financial Activities 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.5 0.5 0.5 1.2 1.2 1.1 3.7 3.6 3.7
Education & Health Services 1.2 1.2 11 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.8 2.9 28 | 127 127 124
Leisure & Hospitality 13 14 13 11 11 13 3.7 3.6 3.4 8.2 8.1 8.1
Information/Prof.& Bus.Serv. 11 11 11 15 15 1.4 4.0 3.9 4.0 8.4 8.3 8.2
Other Services NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 3.9 3.9 3.8
Total Government 3.0 35 2.7 2.1 2.7 2.4 3.0 3.5 32| 107 113 111

Current month preliminary. Estimates based on March 2003 benchmark. Summing from unrounded numbers.
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Most of the counties in the region
did report more jobs this July than one
year ago. Employers in the region
added 1,700 jobs in the previous
twelve months. Education and health
services with 580 more jobs than one

year ago posted the largest increase,
but that was followed by an increase of
460 manufacturing jobs. This was the
first month since 2000 that manufac-
turing jobs were higher than in the
same month one year earlier. Produc-
tion jobs have been slowly increasing
since March of this year. Good news
since job reductions announced earlier
this year are on the horizon.

Find the most current Labor Market Information at: WWw.DWD.STATE.WL.US/LMI

Direct questions and comments to: Beverly Gehrke, Labor Market Analyst
Hayward Job Center, 15618 Windrose Lane, Ste. 108, Hayward, Wisconsin 54843
715-634-5289 715-634-6094(FAX) e-mail: Beverly.Gehrke@dwd.state.wi.us



